P.R. Community

Foundation receives

CHIP grant

According to a press
| release, the Salina Regional

Health Foundation
| Community Health
Investment Program

(CHIP) has awarded a
$25,000 grant to the Post
Rock Community
Foundation to help estab-
lish a public health fund
for residents living in the
Post Rock Community
Foundation service area.

The grant will generate a
50 percent match from the
Kansas Health Foundation
in Wichita, as a part of its
GROW II initiative.

CHIP was established in
1994 by Salina Regional
‘Health Center, and the
health center continues to
provide the primary fund-
ing for the program. It was
created as a vehicle for
grants to organizations
that, like the hospital, are
working to improve the
health of the people in
« north central Kansas.

The grants will assist the
Post Rock Community
Foundation in a goal to
leverage dollars from the
Kansas Health Foundation
(KHF) to benefit their
population.

According to foundation
leaders, the CHIP grant
will be of tremendous
assistance as the foun-
dation strives to meet this
match.

The grant also meets a
need for the CHIP commit-
tee. Since the establish-
ment of CHIP, the commit-
tee has often discussed the
need or desire to utilize
some of the generous
CHIP funds to benefit area
communities, particularly
those in the Sunflower
Health Network, a net-

work of 16 rural hospitals
that work together for effi-
ciency and advocacy.

Lincoln County Hospital
is a member of the
Sunflower Health
Network, and approxi-
mately 40 percent of the
patients at Salina Regional
Health Center come from
outside Saline County,
mostly from hospitals in
the Network.

The establishment of
permanent public health
funds gives CHIP the
unique opportunity to pro-
vide ongoing support to
the citizens in Lincoln
County while staying
within the broad guide-
lines that were part of the
original establishment of
CHIP, which is to benefit
the health of the com-
munity outside of tra-
ditional health care.

The Greater Salina
Community Foundation
wrote the grant to CHIP on
behalf of the Post Rock
Community Foundation.

Three other rural foun-
dations also received CHIP
grants including Smoky
Hills . Charitable
Foundation, Smoky Valley
Community Foundation,

and Ottawa County

Community Foundation.

All grant recipients are
affiliates of the Greater
Salina Community
Foundation, and all hos-
pitals in those communi-
ties are members of the
Sunflower Network.

For more information
about the Post Rock
Community Foundatiorn

‘contact foundation presi=

dent, Lucille Heller, at 785~
529-3765.
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